Sea Shepherd Conclui Campanha Epica, Operacao Icefish

Hoje, o navio Bob Barker, da Sea Shepherd, ancorado em Tema, Ghana, concluiu a 11a. Campanha de Defesa do
Oceano Antartico, Operacao Icefish.

A campanha atraiu atengdo ao redor do mundo para o problema da pesca indiscriminada de certa espécie de peixe
que habita dguas Antarticas e é considerada vulneravel, a Merluza Negra, e abriu caminhos para uma cooperagao
internacional sem precedentes na luta contra a pesca ilegal nos oceanos do mundo todo.

No inicio de dezembro de 2014, dois navios da Sea Shepherd, o Bob Barker, tendo como capitdo o sueco Peter
Hammarstedt, e o Sam Simon, cujo capitdo é o indiano Sid Chakravarty partiram da Australia e Nova Zelandia,
respectivamente, com o objetivo de patrulhar o Oceano Antartico. Os dois navios estavam em busca de 6
embarcagOes restantes que praticam a pesca ilegal de Merluza Negra — os quais Sea Shepherd nomeou “6
Bandidos” — conhecidos por operar ilegalmente nas aguas Antarticas.

No dia 17 de dezembro de 2014, o Bob Barker interceptou o navio mais notorio e procurado pela Interpol da lista
dos “6”, o Thunder, em Banzare Bank, Antartica. Nos 4 meses e meio que se seguiram, o navio da Sea Shepherd
engajou em uma perseguicdo a embarcacdo ilegal, quebrando recorde mundial, e cobriu aproxidamente 11.533
milhas nauticas, que teve inicio no Oceano Antartico, passando pelo Indico e finalizando no Atlantico.

No dia 25 de dezembro de 2014, o Sam Simon comecou uma longa operacdo que durou 4 semanas e removeu 72
kilémetros de equipamento de pesca ilegal abandonado pelo Thunder quando este tentava fugir do Bob Barker.

O equipamanto confiscado seria, posteriormente, entregue as autoridades das Ilhas Mauricius, iniciando a primeira
investigacdo de uma embarcacdo de pesca ilegal procurado pela Interpol.

No dia 02 de fevereiro, 0 Sam Simon interceptou outros dois navios que pertencem a lista dos “6 Bandidos”, O
Kunlun e o Yongding, a oeste do Mar de Ross, em aguas australianas, e subsequentemente, perseguiu o Kunlun até
sua saida do local procurado para pesca, no Oceano Antartico.

Em marco, o Kunlun, e outra embarcacao pertencente a lista dos “6 Bandidos, o Viking, ambos que previamente
haviam sido listados pela Interpol, foram detidos por autoridades do Sudeste Asiatico. Investigagoes relacionadas a
seus crimes ainda estdao em andamento.

Nessa segunda-feira, numa mudanca de eventos inesperada, o Thunder naufragou na costa oeste da Africa, 4guas
territoriais das Ilhas Sdo Tomé e Principe, ap6s 110 dias de perseguicdo pelo Bob Barker. Sea Shepherd acredita
que o naufragio tenha sido um ato de sabotagem premetitado pelo capitdo e oficiais do navio com a intencdo de
esconder evidéncias das atividades de pesca ilegal da embarcacao.

Os navios da Sea Shepherd conseguiram resgatar todos os quarenta tripulantes, incluindo capitdo, oficiais e time
do deck, que desembarcaram em botes salva-vidas antes de o navio afundar.

A tripulagdo do Thunder foi recebida pelo Sam Simon, que entregou os homens resgatados a guarda costeira de Sao
Tomé e Principe naquela mesma noite. Estes estdo detidos em Sdo Tomé até que a investigacdo sobre o motivo do
naufragio seja concluida.

Capitdo do Bob Barker, Peter Hammarstetd, disse, “Como sempre, medimos o sucesso do nosso trabalho pelo
nimero de vidas salvas. Através da Operacdo Icefish, Sea Shepherd ndo apenas salvou a vida de inimeros peixes
da espécie Merluza-Negra, como também atingiu o objetivo de proteger outras criaturas marinhas que teriam sido
presa facil da matanca indiscriminada destes pescadores ilegais. Nés causamos aos pescadores um prejuizo de
milhdes de ddlares em perda de lucro e enviamos a clara mensagem para aqueles que restaram — pesca ilegal ndo
serd tolerada nas aguas antarticas.”

Capitdo Hammarstedt continuara em parceria com a Interpol e entregara as evidéncias finais coletadas de dentro do
Thunder.

Capitdo do Sam Simon, Sid Chakravarty, disse, “Os esfor¢os cooperativos internacionais que a Operacdo Icefish
gerou pavimentaram o caminho para um novo horizonte na luta internacional contra crimes de atividade pesqueira.
Liderados por esfor¢os do Sea Shepherd e coordenados pela Unidade de Crimes Ambientais da Interpol, os
governos do mundo todo entraram em acdo. Tem sido uma experiéncia inspiradora e uma honra liderar nossa
dedicada tripulacdo nessa campanha.”

Capitdo Chakravarty continua a colaborar com as autoridades de Sdo Tomé e Principe em relacdo a tripulacdo do
Thunder. Sea Shepherd ainda estara disponivel para ajudar em caso de o Yongding tentar atracar nas proximas
semanas.



Operacdo Icefish foi a primeira campanha do Sea Shepherd que focou a pesca Ilegal, Nao Regulada e Nao
Reportada de Merluza Negra nas dguas da Antartica, e a mais longa e continua campanha da histéria da
organizacao.

Sea Shepherd Concludes Epic Campaign, Operation Icefish

Today, the Sea Shepherd ship Bob Barker anchored in Tema, Ghana, concluding Sea Shepherd's 11" Southern
Ocean Defence Campaign, Operation Icefish.

The campaign has drawn world-wide attention to the issue of poaching vulnerable Antarctic and Patagonian
toothfish and has led the way for an unprecedented level of international cooperation in the fight against illegal
fishing in the world's oceans.

In early December 2014, two Sea Shepherd ships, the Bob Barker Captained by Peter Hammarstedt of Sweden,
and the Sam Simon, Captained by Sid Chakravarty of India, departed Australia and New Zealand respectively to
patrol the Southern Ocean shadowlands. The ships were in search of the six remaining toothfish poaching vessels —
which Sea Shepherd calls the “Bandit 6” - known to operate illegally in the waters of Antarctica.

On December 17 2014, the Bob Barker intercepted the most notorious of the poaching vessels, the Interpol-wanted
Thunder, on the Banzare Bank, Antarctica. In the four-and-a-half months that followed, the Sea Shepherd ship
engaged in a world record-breaking pursuit of the poaching vessel, which covered approximately 11,533 nautical
miles, from the Southern, to the Indian, finally ending in the Atlantic Ocean.

On December 25 2014, the Sam Simon commenced a 4 week-long operation to remove 72 kilometres of illegal
fishing gear abandoned by the Thunder when it first fled from the Bob Barker. The confiscated gear was later
handed over to local authorities in Mauritius, initiating the first ever investigation into a fishing vessel issued with
an Interpol Purple Notice.

On February 2, the Sam Simon intercepted another two of the “Bandit 6” vessels, the Kunlun and the Yongding, in
Australian waters west of the Ross Sea, and subsequently pursued the Kunlun out of its Southern Ocean hunting
grounds.

In March, the Kunlun, and another of the “Bandit 6” vessels, the Viking, both of which had been previously been
issued with Interpol Purple Notices, were detained by authorities in South East Asia. Investigations into their
crimes are currently underway.

On Monday, in an unexpected turn of events, the Thunder was scuttled in the waters of Sao Tome and Principe off
the West African coast, following 110 days of pursuit by the Bob Barker. Sea Shepherd believes that the sinking
was an intentional act of sabotage by the ship's captain and officers who were attempting to hide evidence of the
vessel's illegal fishing activity.

The Sea Shepherd ships were able to rescue the entire crew of 40, including the captain, officers, and deck crew,
who all disembarked to liferafts before the Thunder sank.

The Thunder's crew was received by the Sam Simon, who delivered the rescued men over to the Sao Tome and
Principe coast guard later that evening. The crew of the Thunder have been detained in San Tome until the
investigation into the sinking of their vessel is concluded.

Captain of the Bob Barker, Peter Hammarstedt, said, “As always, we measure our success by the numbers of lives
we save. Through Operation Icefish, has Sea Shepherd has not only saved the lives of countless toothfish, but we
have also succeeded in protecting the many other marine creatures that would otherwise have fallen prey to the
indiscriminate killing of these illegal fishers. We have cost the poachers millions of dollars in lost profits and sent a
very clear message to those that remain — poaching will not be tolerated in the waters of Antarctica.”

Captain Hammarstedt will continue to liaise with Interpol to hand over the final pieces of evidence collected from
the Thunder.

Captain of the Sam Simon, Sid Chakravarty, said “The international cooperative efforts that Operation Icefish has
spawned have paved the way for a new approach to fighting international fishing crimes. Spearheaded by the
efforts of Sea Shepherd, and coordinated by the specialised Environmental Crimes Unit of Interpol, the
governments of the world have sprung into action. It has been a truly inspiring experience and an honour to lead
our dedicated crews in this campaign.”



Captain Chakravarty will continue to liaise with authorities in Sao Tome and Principe regarding the crew of the
Thunder. Sea Shepherd will also be available to assist should the Yongding try to make port in the coming weeks.

Operation Icefish was Sea Shepherd's first campaign to target Illegal, Unregulated, Unreported (IUU) fishing of
toothfish in the waters of Antarctica, and the organisation's longest, continuous at-sea campaign to date.



